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Shining the Light on Your Future...Since 1939
ILLUMINATIONS is a bi-monthly publication for customers of McMinnville Electric System, your community owned and operated public power system. MES is governed by a five member board appointed by
the mayor of McMinnville and confirmed by the city aldermen. The board meets the 4th Thursday of each month at 5:30 PM in the system offices located at 200 W Morford Street. Our mission is to supply reliable
electric power at the most cost-effective rates. If you need information or have questions, visit us at 200 W Morford Street in McMinnville or call 931.473.3144, Monday through Friday 7 AM to 5 PM.
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I had not planned to spend the summer
of 2020 quite this way. I am sure many
of you would agree. My wife, Debby
and I had a once-in-a-lifetime travel
opportunity go out the window as COVID
travel restrictions
quickly became the
norm. However, my
grass and garage
have definitely
benefitted from
my much needed
attention.
Also, Debby
and I have spent
more time together
than since we
married in 1978. The together time has
not involved travel, camping, or attending
fun events where lots of people are in
close proximity to one another (think
sports, races, concerts, etc.). But it has
involved cleaning-out, organizing, and dejunking (is that even a word?) These have
been the tasks at hand during COVID.

I have noticed the creativity of
many folks around town. Masks have
become a fashion statement. Camo,
sparkles, stars and stripes, sports teams,
and the list goes on and on. You name
it, and it’s probably safe to say a mask
has been created. If you were a “people
watcher”, you are likely now a “mask
admirer”. I have enjoyed seeing how
people have made something positive out
of what many consider a negative side
effect of COVID restrictions.
Before quarantining, I hadn’t taken
the time to just ponder life’s good things.
Don’t get me wrong, I was aware of those
good things, but COVID provided the
opportunity for me to focus on my many
blessings (the
good things).
The
thought of
getting out
and traveling
normally again
has seemed
much sweeter
since the stayat-home routine
took over.
Just knowing the day is coming for us
to venture away from home has made
COVID confinement tolerable.
Stay safe, stay healthy, wash those
hands, and know Debby and I hope to
see you down the road, as soon as we
complete all the organizing projects we
(she) created!
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Public Power is
celebrated every
October. This year,
Public Power Week
is October 4-10.
With so many more
people at home every day these last few months, we
take pride in being there to provide reliable power
every single day, day and night. As we continue to
power through together, we’d like to shine a light on the
people who power your lives – our frontline workers.
With every cord plugged in and every flipped switch,
the hard work, heart, and dedication of these talented
continues
to shine
through.
MES professionals
charged up
about
Public
Power Week
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80th Anniversary Photo of MES Employees 2019

Employees of McMinnville Electric System gather together on the front lawn to celebrate Public
Power Week and the 80th anniversary of supplying electricity to the city of McMinnville.

The power of electricity
is just a light switch away.
McMinnville
Electric
System is celebrating
Public Power Week from
Oct. 6-12.
This year marks the 80th
anniversary of MES, which
distributes electricity to
more than 8,000 customers
inside the city limits of
McMinnville. McMinnville
Electric System currently
employs 34 people.
“Our service is reliable
and safe and we take pride
in serving our friends and
neighbors,” said general
manager and CEO of MES
Rodney Boyd. “MES is
proud to have served
McMinnville for 80 years.”
MES will be celebrating
the week along with 2,000
other community-owned,
not-for-profit electric utilities that collectively provide electricity to 49 million Americans.
Public Power Week is an
annual event coordinated
by the American Public
Power Association in
Washington, D.C. The
American Public Power
Association
represents
public power before the
federal government to
protect the interests of
people that public power
utilities serve and the
93,000 people they employ.
The association is the
voice for nonprofit, community-owned
utilities
that power 2,000 towns
and cities nationwide.
“I’ve seen a lot of
changes in the past few
years such as using less
electricity. Will Davis and
myself oversee the heat
pump program which
installs and oversees heat
pumps and are quite a bit
more energy efficient,”
said Randy Garrison, MES
co-manager of environmental services and relations. “This saves people
money while also helping
the
e n v i ro n m e n t .
Electricity changes from
day to day. There’s always
big
improvements
in

everything that’s done
from the electric car all the
way to the building of the
lines. Everything is changing, and it’s all more energy-efficient.”
“We have LED lights,
more efficient heating and
air conditioning, more
efficient water heaters, but
there are still more items
plugged into homes today
than there were 10 years
ago,” adds Boyd regarding the future of electricity.
“Going into the future,
especially with the push of
electric cars, while we may
be using less electricity in
one area, we’ll be shifting
the use of electricity to
other things.”
MES takes advantage of
the newest technologies to
solve electrical problems
in a fast and efficient manner. One of these is a technology
plan
where
employees can receive text
messages to be informed
when the power has failed
at a certain location and
fix the problem as quickly
as possible.
“It really is an interesting time in electricity and
as far as utilities are concerned, the technology has
changed so drastically just
in the seven years I’ve
been here, so I can’t imagine what the next 80 years
are going to be like, but
McMinnville
Electric
System will definitely be
on the cutting-edge side of
it,” says manager of marketing and communications Debbie Sain.
The nine linemen who
work for McMinnville
Electric System use the
newest technologies along
with physical labor to constantly keep the electricity
on for customers. Whether
night, day, rain or snow,
the linemen change out
poles, do maintenance on
existing infrastructures,
do all of the service work,
change out transformers
and are the ones in the
field who are responsible
for keeping the infrastructures and lights on. The
linemen are the first
on-call during inclement
weather.
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Legend of
Cooter Brown
I was asked by Warren
County
Commissioner
Tommy Savage about the
old saying “drunk as
Cooter Brown” at a recent
luncheon. Since it was not
in my books, I did a little
research.
According to the Old
Farmer’s Almanac, founded in 1792, when asked the
origin of this odd, old
adage, they phoned Cooter
Brown’s Tavern and Oyster
Bar in New Orleans and
were told that the legendary Brown lived near the
Mason-Dixon Line at the
time the Civil War broke
out. Since he had family
living on both sides, he
had no desire to be drafted
by either the North or the
South.
Hence, he decided to get
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Stanley J.
St. Clair

drunk and stay that way
so he would be declared
unfit for military service.
Ever since, he has been
used as the quintessential
example of inebriety —
particularly in the South.
A similar saying is,
“drunk as a skunk.”
We obviously know that
this phrase has nothing to
do with the lovable, yet
oft-avoided furry mammal. It is simply derived
from the habit of rhyming
our sayings. Though similar expressions in the
English language date to
the 15th century, “drunk as
a skunk” dates only to the
late 1930s. Writers came
close in 1938 with citations
like this one from Colliers
Illustrated Weekly, Volume
101:
“Drunk and disorderly.
Can’t you smell it? He was
havin’ a knock-down, that
he was working on an
important case, then settled down ... ‘You finally
sunk
to
booze
and
brawlin’, eh, you skunk?”
A very early example of
a version of the simile is
from “American Nabob,” a
novel by Holmes Moses
Alexander, 1939: “Half of
‘em are drunk as skunks.”
The next year “Stars on
the Sea,” Frances van
Wyck Mason, 1940 carried
this dead-on line: “Must
have been drunk as a

On Thursday, October 8th, MES will be giving
mask keepers to the first 500 customers
who stop by. We will be under
the tent outside and wearing
our masks for safety. So come by
and help us celebrate MES’s 81st
year in McMinnville!
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Are you seeing dollar signs? MES is giving each
customer who signs up for eBill (emailed bill) a monthly
$1 credit! That’s $12 annually for as long as you remain
on eBill! That’s money in your pocket just for having
your bill delivered to your email address. It is simple,
visit www.mesystem.net and click on services to choose
the eBill application. Stop watching money go down the
drain...eBill is the solution!

How can I save up to
$47.28 each year?
Let’s have a conversation about fees and your possible
savings. MES has an app called MESPowerApp. Visit the
Apple Store or Google Play and download our app for
easy payment with NO FEES! It’s convenient, you can
access your account from your phone. MES is waiving
FEES when paying with a debit/credit card through the
app or online. Let’s do the math on the possible savings
of an average electric bill of $120 paying with a debit /
credit card: your savings would be $2.94 each month.
Over a year’s time you would save $35.28 just by
paying with the app or online. Let’s make it even more
interesting...If you add the eBill credit, your possible
savings could be $47.28 annually! That’s real money in
your pocket! If the app is not your thing, MES is offering
the same NO FEE option if you pay your bill with a
credit/debit card online at www.mesystem.net. Either
way, you save!

